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For more information on BVD and the benefits of eliminating BVD through BVDFree please contact the practice or speak to your vet next time they are out on farm. 
You can also visit bvdfree.org.uk or follow @BVDFree England on Twitter.
The Wright and Morten farm team are fully supporting the elimination of BVD from all cattle herds in England. For more information on BVD and the benefits of eliminating BVD through BVDFree please contact the practice or speak to your vet next time they are out on farm. 
You can also visit bvdfree.org.uk or follow @BVDFree England on Twitter.
UK Dairy Day Telford Weds 14th September-If you would like a lift to this event please give us a ring at Holly Tree. At present we have some car spaces available- first come first served!
Cheshire and Derbyshire Roadkill Badger Surveys  
The Universities of Nottingham, Liverpool and Surrey are undertaking a  DEFRA funded survey of badger carcasses for evidence of TB. It aims to determine the level of TB in badgers in the “edge” counties. It follows on from the survey of road killed badgers in Cheshire in 2014, which found around 20% of road-killed badgers were infected with TB, with 10% of those infected having developed signs of disease. These results have been invaluable demonstrating that TB is in the Cheshire Badger population.
The project needs your help to collect fresh, found-dead badger carcasses in Cheshire and Derbyshire which will be  picked up and submitted for PM examination. Carcasses have to be collected according to an approved protocol using a collection kit (we have some at the practice) and accompanied by a completed submission form.  For more information go to www.nottingham.ac.uk/vet/badgerTB or email sv-badger@nottingham.ac.uk




Cheshire Ploughing Match- Ashley Hall Farm You are warmly invited to join us at our Ploughing Match stand on Wednesday 28th September. We’ll be holding a charity ‘Great British Bake Off’ in the office that week, so come along to taste a selection of the entries and winners. It gets quite competitive in the office – when it comes to cakes anyway.
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Cattle foot trimming
Our foot trimmer Bryan is getting booked up for September and October. If you would like a visit soon, we recommend you book now to avoid disappointment! Bryan can be contacted directly on his mobile 07506 139047 or book him via Holly Tree.
Calendar competition
Send your farming and countryside-themed pictures to stephlyth@wmvets.co.uk to enter them into this year’s competition and the chance to win £50! 
Upcoming courses & events
Safe and Effective Use of Medicines NB: New dates 16th September (beef and sheep) & 12th October (dairy)
Understanding a little more about the medicines we prescribe will ensure you are using them in the correct and most cost-effective way. Contact Bridget on 07733 121533
DIY AI NB: New Dates  1st -4th  November
A 4-day in course on how to AI cattle, with plenty of opportunity to practice on a cadaver uterus and then barren cows. Contact Bridget for details (bridget@wmvets.co.uk)
September 2016
www.wmvets.co.uk
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Water Water Everywhere…


How much water does a dairy cow need?
Milk is 87% water. Dairy cows need to drink at least 60L of water per day, with some high yielding cows needing 100L per day! Milk yield is closely related to water quality, availability and intake, and inadequate water supply with lead to low dry matter intake and lower yields.
Cows are sociable and often drink together, so you should have room for 10% of the herd to be drinking at one time. Allow 70cm of water trough space per cow; this is 7 metres for 100 cows. A cow can drink up to 14L per minute, so 10 cows drinking together can consume 140L in 60 seconds! The flow rate to the trough must be able to keep up. Troughs should be 75cm above ground level.
Cows have a sensitive sense of smell and may refuse to drink dirty or tainted water. Troughs should be cleaned out regularly – they should be clean enough that you would be tempted to drink the water yourself on a hot summer’s day! Fish can be used to help keep tanks clean; they feed on algae and insects, and the ammonia in their waste is removed by nitrifying bacteria on that tank walls, creating a biological equilibrium. Six goldfish in a 300L tank is about the right stocking density. They should survive the winter weather so long as not all of the water in the tank has frozen solid (this depends on the depth of the tank). You just need to brush any snow cover off the top of the tank to allow the light through the ice – this will help to keep the water oxygenated.



[image: calf_water.jpg][image: FishInTank.jpg]What about calves?
Calves should have water available from day one, not just milk. Access to water will increase their feed intake; although calves under 2 weeks old will drink very little, but they will drink more as they age if they’ re used to having it available. Research has shown that weight gain in calves in the first 4 weeks of life will be reduced by 38% if they don’t have access to water!
A 180kg calf will drink 10-30 litres a day. As above, water for calves should be clean, and also reachable! Make sure the trough isn’t too high – small calves won’t be able to drink from an adult-sized trough (we’ve seen it before!).
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